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Aitract

The fictional other and the real other:
Who does G. Bataille communicate with ?

Koichi KANDA

With whom does Bataille desire communication ? This paper (re) considers communication, a
central theme of French thinker Georges Bataille (1897-1962). Just as Christian mystics imagined
the torture of Christ as if it were happening to them and used it as an opportunity for mystical ex-
periences, Bataille experiences self-loss by meditating on grueless photographs of Chinese death
row inmates being cut up while still alive. Unlike communication, which is generally considered to
be the sharing of information or emotions, for Bataille, communication is the sharing of self-loss.
With whom does Bataille share his self-loss in front of the photographs? The death row inmate
who is dying, Bataille considers. And by describing this process, he hopes that the reader will expe-
rience self-loss, and that communication will be realized. In other words, there are two types of
people with whom Bataille seeks to communicate: fictional others (characters) and real others
(readers). These two types of others are not equivalent. For Bataille, who lives in the real world,
his communication partners are above all readers who also live in the real world. However, Bataille
as a writer is unable to communicate directly with real readers. For this reason, he necessarily
needs to represent the self-loss of the characters in the fictional world, which is the reason litera-

ture gained increased importance in Bataille’s writing activities.
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