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The Stories of the Sonno Joi:
On Novels in the Early Stages of Modern Japan

Makoto MATSUBARA

This paper discusses how novels represented the Sonnd J6i (2 F3#5) in the early stages of
modern Japan. At that time, the Sonn J6i, especially Ji (the anti-Western ideology), was an ide-
ology that clashed with the Meiji government. Therefore, protagonists who would turn to conform
to the logic of the Meiji government were recommended. The protagonists realized that anti-
Western ideology was impossible, and they had attained happiness by moving from anti-establish-
ment activities to business. However, there are also stories in which the protagonists aimed to
assassinate a powerful person in the Meiji government, more specifically Hirobumi Ito, the first
prime minister of Japan. Nonetheless, as long as the story was set in Japan during the Meiji period,
the execution of the assassination was avoided. This is because such stories will be punished. This
gave rise to the idea of escaping from Japan and implementing anti-Western ideology, which came
to fruition as Ukishiro Monogatari ({#3%4)7E). Without clashing with the logic of the Meiji gov-
ernment, this work presented Japanese society with the narrative method of carrying out the

Sonno Joi outside the country.
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