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Mai Tabata

My class had 15people, included nine Japanese and six foreigners. They were from
various countries such as Brazil, Colombia, India, China, Kurdistan, and Uruguay. I was glad
to having such an opportunity to meet and talk with people from many countries.

In this program, I had four classes. US Culture & Society, Listening & Pronunciation,
Intercultural Research Project, and Academic Preparation Skills. The last one is what I chose
as an elective class. Sometimes I couldnt join in discussion or understand what other
classmates (especially foreigners) said, but all teachers were kind and friends were nice so that
I was happy to attend the classes every day.

The most interesting class for me was International Research Project. In this class,
every student choose a topic which is interesting for themselves and make ten question based
on their topic. After that, interview ten people about the questions, analyze their results, and
at the end of the course, present it in front of all the classmates and the teacher. At first I was
very nervous because it seemed very difficult and hard task, and complained to Mary who was
my teacher of this class. However, she gave me much advice and kindly encouraged me, and
finally I could accomplish my work.

Thorough this course, I learned a lot of things for example, how to make power point,
how to present my opinion in front of others, how to communicate with friends from foreign
countries, and also I became less shy that I didn’t hesitate about talking or asking something
(way etc.) to strangers. These are my big changes and I'm glad that I could have such
wonderful experiences. And I appreciate a lot to my teachers at UC Davis.

English Class in UC Davis
Tomoki Suya

I'll introduce the classes in UC Davis.

First of all, we took a placement test. We were divided into 14 sections according to the score
of the test and took classes with each classmate. Actually, I did my test better than my actual
English skill and the class level was so high that it’s hard for me to keep up with them.
However, such severe classes help me to improve my English skills.

We took 4 classes in a day.

First, Intercultural Research Project. In this class, we chose one topic about U.S. which we
were interested in, interviewed 10 people and gave a presentation in front of our classmates. It
made us so exciting and a little nervous to talk to strangers in English.

Second, U.S. Society and Culture. In my case, the format of this class was not discussion but
almost only lecture style. However, the professor taught us not only superficial culture such as
music, sports and so on, but also real American culture such as secret story about government
policy, so this class was the most interesting class for me.

Third, Listening and Pronunciation. We had so many opportunities to talk with native

speakers in English in this class.
The students who belonged to sectionL,, M,N could choose one Elective Class from Academic
Preparation Skills, Critical Thinking and Useful Expression. I took Academic Preparation
Skills. The contents of the class was a little special and difficult, but we could learn what was
very useful to study in Hitotsubashi University in the future.



Campus Life and Classes in UC Davis
Tomohiro Moriya

In this sentence, I introduce the campus and my classes in UC Davis

UC Davis consists of a lot of buildings. Especially among them, most international students
use three buildings. The first is Cowell buildings. I met host family and took classes there. The
second is Memorial Union. This building is large, and many student take lunch, take a rest, or
chat with their friends. The last is Extension Center. Weekly activities are held there, and
many international students enjoy playing games, eating ice cream or seeing movies.

I took four classes in a day. The first and second classes are 50 minutes and held from Monday
to Friday, and the third and last classes are 65 minutes and held from Monday to Thursday
after lunch time. The first class is “U.S. Culture and Society.” In this class, I learned and
understood the spirits and history of U.S. The second class is “Listening and Pronunciation.” I
improved my speaking skills in this class. The third class is “International Research Project.”
In this class, I choose one topic which is related American Society, interviewed ten people in
Davis, and gave a presentation. Through this class, I tried the ability of my English and
learned many things. The last class is “Academic Preparation Skills.” I studied how to write
academic sentences and it was so useful for learning English.

Through studying abroad in UC Davis, I understand my ability of English, improved desire to
study English, deepened my understanding of other cultures, and gained confidence to
communicate in English.
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Narihiko Sirai

I experienced many useful things from homestay. First | will explain the construction of family. Host
mother, her son and Japanese student. The host mother named Meron and she was divorced, so she is the
single mother. Her son is Senegal and he stayed that home half a week because rest of week he lives with
his father. Japanese student’s name is Kazu and he is 31 years old. He came to Davis to study agriculture
because he is farmer. Next | explain the meal I ate. Every morning | made my breakfast. | made cereal, toast
or bagels. Pasting Cream cheese on beagle was so good. | made my sandwich for lunch too. Using 2 toast,
turkey, salad, mayoneese, mustard. It was so simple but it was good. Every dinner my host mother cooked.
She cooked many types of food. It was African, Italian, Japanese, or Chinese style dinner. It was delicious
and | enjoyed. She often talked with me when | was eating dinner. It helps me become listen English better.
Finally, I could learn not only English but also mane things. Our house do not have many rules, so | can do
many things by myself. It was the special experience for me.

Yusuke Ito

In this report, | will talk about my homestay. Firstly I will introduce of the city where we stayed,
secondly I will tell you about my host family, lastly about some of the things which happened during my
stay.

Davis is a city in California, about 3 hours from San Francisco. We stayed in this city for 1 month.
Surprisingly, about 40% people in Davis work at the U.C. Davis. So we can say Davis is a university town.
People in Davis are very kind and friendly, the cityscape is nice.

My host family were Mabel, she is 62 years old but she was young for her age and Penalope, she
is 32 years old. Her house is 15 minutes from U.C. Davis by bike, so it was easy to go to school. | heard that
some students’ houses are far from the university. Mabel was enthusiastic about education, because she runs
a nursery. Thanks to her job, she had conversations with me every day, besides her children taught me
English! Moreover, in U.C. Davis, my class has just a few Japanese students and a lot of students from
various countries. Therefore | enjoyed English at all times in Davis. I think | was a lucky student.

Other episodes also made me think | was lucky student. Every morning, Mabel asked me what |
wanted to do on that day. One day, | had nothing special to do after school and | told her so she made plans
for me to go to Country Fair. Because I’ve never been to Country Fair, I really enjoyed American culture that
night. On another day, | went Yosemite National Park and I bought a bottle of wine (Of course | was already
21 years old then.) there. But after | went home and Googled it, | surprisingly found that we can buy it in
Tokyo easily! At dinner the next day | talked about this to my host family. Then they kindly suggested that |
exchange my bottle for another bottle of wine which we cannot buy in Japan. In that way, | could enjoy real
California wine in Tokyo.

Yusuke Matsuura

In this report, 1 will introduce my homestay in the U.S. | divide this report into two main topics. First one
is about foods. Members of my host family are Taiwanese, and host mother is a vegetarian. Foods in the U.S.
sometimes made me surprised. Second is about host family and house mates. My two house mates are
Japanese, and all of us are same age.

First, | thought most Americans often eat oily, junky foods and snacks. However, throughout my stay and
class, my idea has changed. That idea is true in some respect, because there are so much snacks everywhere
and fast food restaurants give us cheaper foods than others. On the other hand, in the U.S. there are so many
people who have their own life style. Our stereotype about Americans is sometimes correct, but most of them
don’t fit it. For example, one of my teacher and my host mother are vegetarians and they think about foods
and health carefully. In a gym and on the road, there are many people doing sports for their health. In
conclusion, I think we should not believe any stereotype too much because it can prevent us from accepting
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and understanding other cultures.

Second, | really want to say my host family and house mates are very nice. All of us are from Asia, but
sometimes we have troubles. It was a little hard to have a good relationship with each other because all of us
including host mother and father can’t speak English well. When a laundry machine was broken, we discuss
this problem seriously, and finally we settled it. | and my house mates went to Sacrmento and Sanfransisco,
so I couldn’t go there with Hitotsubashi students. The rips were very fun, and we really enjoyed them. When
two weeks had passed after we arrived, one of my house mates became 20years old. We and host family did
a birthday party. It was one of the most memaorable things in Davis.

Finally, I really want to say thank you to teachers, students, and my friends. | enjoyed and had nice time
in this program. | promise I will study English and my major hard.

Kohei Ogawa

In calm afternoon on Sep. 6™, Bob and Teresa came to Cowell Building to pick me up. Bob is an
American and Teresa is from Venezuela. On the way to their house, | was nervous and could not talk well.
But they spoke to me gently.

After arriving, they gave me a room. It was very clean and calm. Moreover, the bed is made by
TOMMY HILFIGER. As | was untying my baggage, Teresa called me and explained about house rules;
saving water, taking shower within five minutes, telling Teresa in advance in case | would be late and so on.
The rules were very reasonable. So | did not have any trouble in observing them.

Teresa is good at cooking. | enjoyed her great dishes. For example, she cooked tacos, pasta which
includes mushroom cream with fresh tomato sauce. On the other hand, Bob is nice hand-maker. He likes
carpentry. | made planter for vegetables with Bob. | measured and screwed a lot of wood boards. Finally, we
made three planters.

In a weekend, | went to Napa valley with Teresa and her old sister Josephina. In Napa, we picked up
Leilani (Teresa’s daughter) and Nick (Leilani’s boyfriend). We enjoyed hiking and sightseeing. Napa is
famous for delicious wine. | wanted enjoy them, but | could not. Because it is banned that under 21 people
drink in U.S. Instead of wine, I drunk root beer float, which smells Japanese dentist clinic.

Through this home staying, | experienced ordinary American lifestyle. | could confirmed that some
American stereotypes are true. Indeed, my host family has a large refrigerator filled with a lot of food and
Bob did not have over work as long as | stayed. But | knew that some American stereotypes are incorrect.
Surprisingly, Davis people are interested in healthy foods. | saw few fat people. And the vegetables are very
delicious especially avocados, which made me grow fat. This program is four-week program. So | could not
observe the society deeply and | could understand only a piece of ice berg. Nevertheless I think that | could
experience a lot of meaningful things through this program.
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Takumi Iwata

I want to introduce some activities, farmers market and Sacramento.

We joined activities called “ice cream social.” At there, we could eat a lot of ice cream and
some kinds of fruits (raspberry, banana, strawberry and so on). We also joined “cooking activity.”
At cooking activity, we ate vegetables which are better than Japanese vegetables. I went to
Vacaville outlets, and enjoyed shopping. I bought some clothes and souvenirs for friends. After
shopping, I ate great steak near the outlets.

Farmers market in Davis is held on every Wednesdays and Saturdays. We could buy fresh
vegetables and fruits and eat meals. On Wednesday, some musicians played music and it was
very fun. I went to farmers market every week and ate curry rice, chicken and beef. My favorite
thing at farmers market is apple juice. It was frozen and very delicious. In downtown, there
were a lot of restaurants. There were also some Japanese restaurants, and I went there with
my friends. During 1 month stay, everyone may want to eat Japanese food.

We went to Sacramento by bus. It took about 1 hour. Sacramento is capital of California.
We enjoyed shopping and sightseeing in there.

Minori Chiba

I enjoyed travel every weekend. In 1st weekend, I visited Sacrament, San Francisco, LA and
Yosemite with my friends. We visit Sacrament by bus. It was no charge for freight if we had
student identification cards. The streets was the style of the American western frontier period
and we enjoyed taking pictures. In 224 weekend, we visited Sacrament History Museum, too.
We went to San Francisco by Amtrak and bus. Mai and I meet two students of Hitotsubashi
University who study at Stanford University. We enjoyed sea food and saw Alcatraz Island and
a lot of sea lions at Fisherman’s Wharf. I wanted to visit Alcatraz Island but I was not be able
to get ticket of the ferry. Next, we visited Golden Gate Bridge. It was very big and we viewed
beautiful scenery. In 3'4 weekend, we went to Hollywood, Disney downtown, Santa Barbara and
so on. Many student went to Disney land, but some friends and I went to Venice beach and
Santa Monica. It was fine weather, there were nice place and the guide was very pretty. It was
a good trip. In 4th weekend, we went to Yosemite. We enjoyed the wonderful natural view there.
I think we can’t see such magnificent view in Japan. I enjoyed every weekend in California.
These trips is something pleasant to look back on. I hope to visit California again.

Yuta Sagara

I write about activity. We could join in trips which were held by California Tours. The tours
are San Francisco, Los Angeles, Yosemite and so on. In order to join in trips, we had to go to
registration. It was so crowded, and it was chaos.

I went to Sacrament and San Francisco with my friends by ourselves. We went to Old
Sacramento, and we could experience the old America and the western. In San Francisco, I
want to Golden Gate Bridge. It was bigger than I expected. I could take good pictures.

Next, I write about the tour for LA. It took 9 hours to arrive LA. I feel that California is so
huge! We have arrived Hollywood. At Hollywood, there were some cosplayers. Their costume
were Spider-Man, Darth Vader, and so on.

Next day, we went to Santa Monica. It was so beautiful. The night of the day, went to the
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downtown of Disney and bought souvenirs, because the hotel was close to Disney. To tell you
the truth, I had a choice to go to Disney, but tickets were too expensive for me.

The last weekend, I went to Yosemite national park. It was more beautiful than I expected. It
was unlucky for some falls to run dry. In order to see a fall that falls, I have walked a few hour.
It was a hard way, but the fall was so beautiful. At night, we have talked a lot, and played
some games. It was also a good memory.

The trips that I joined in are so wonderful. But I have only visited a few part of California. I

want to visit other places of the U.S. In addition, I want to visit LA and Yosemite again
someday.

Kosuke Nakano

We have a few activities a week. Students of UCD planed them to communicate with other
students who joined that summer program or to make our sightseeing easy and confortable.
Activities I actually joined are four; ice cream social, and trip to Yosemite, LA, and Vacaville.

In the ice cream social, we could literally communicate with other students having as much
ice cream with some fruits as we want for free.

Every weekend we had trips to famous places in California like Yosemite and LA. Yosemite
1s one of the greatest national park in the U.S and I had never seen more wonderful views than
them. I climbed the rocky mountain with my friends for a few hours. We got very tired through
climbing but there was no doubt that the hard climbing made us more excited when we saw a
beautiful view.

When I went to Los angels, I went to some places where everyone wanted to go once in
his/her life like Hollywood, Venice beach, Santa monica, Disney land and many other good
places. Since LA is a very large city, each region has different styles. It was interesting for me
to feel like I visited some different cities.

Vacaville is large outlets. I bought a lot of souvenirs. It was very fun but after I realized I
lost my key for my bicycle there, I got exhausted.

We had made a lot of memories through those activities and some friends. Though those
activities were not reasonable, they were worth the paying it.
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