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(®Hirokazu Nakajima

At UC Davis | had four classes: Intercultural Research Project, Everyday Expressions and Idioms, US
Society and Culture, and Listening Pronunciation. | was given many opportunities to talk and study with
people from other countries in every class, and all of them were very valuable experiences for me. Especially,
in US Society and Culture one of my classmates, who came from Palestine told us about the conflict her
country has against Israel, which was impressive and made me think about the importance of peace. In
Intercultural Research Project | interviewed ten Americans in Davis about foreign language education in
America. | was nervous about my interview from the start because | was worried that Americans often tend
to close their mind to strangers as many Japanese do. However, all of them were very friendly and kind, and
answered all my questions. Furthermore, | could take a picture with them and add some of them to my
Facebook page. | was very glad that they accepted me in such a friendly way.

OREBEE

| placed section H. The level of my class is middle so there were only two foreign students (at last only one
student). Most of my classmates were Japanese but we almost always talked about many things in English in
class. Of course, | can talk with Japanese students in English in Japan, but | have few opportunities to try that.
I took four courses: US society and culture, Listening Pronunciation, Everyday idioms and Expression and
Intercultural Research Project. I liked US society and culture the best, because | am studying social science
in University. | am interested in Japanese society and culture. | could compare Japanese society and culture
with American society and culture and find distinctive features of Japanese society and culture. | enjoyed my
school life but | regret that | talk with my friends in only Japanese. It was difficult for me to talk with
Japanese friends in English but | think | should have tried that.

(®Erina Shimizu

Firstly, | took 4 classes a day. Each class was very interesting. In first class, we did research project. We had
to interview strange people. | researched about American Car Culture. At first | was very nervous to
interview. But most of the people were kind for me. So I can interview comfortably. I asked people “what is
your image about American car?” To my surprise, almost all people said that American car do not last long or
is not as good as Japanese car. | had not expected that American people had negative images about American
car. So | was very interested in the result of my research project.

In fourth class, we studied about American politics and history. I did not know about them at all. So it was
difficult for me to discuss about the topics. After taking this class, | wanted to know about American history.
So I will study about these topics.



(©Syougo Takahata

CCP classes are interesting and exciting. My class members are 11 Japanese students and 5 foreign students.
I was stimulated so much because all foreign student and some Japanese student speaks English better than I.
Our class have 4 lessons, research project, pronunciation, everyday idioms and American culture. It’s only
natural those classes were spoken by only English. Research project was the hardest class in those 4 classes.
I was very nervous in that class because | am shay and not good at questioning for stranger. My research
theme was “gun ownership” and in this research I found some intriguing facts. The number of Americans
who had negative image for owning gun was more than | prospected. Moreover some Americans were
thinking about gun was bad. This fast knocked myself out. | had believed that almost all of Americans have
good image for owning gun until this research, but that was only my stereotype.
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® Yoshimi Sawahata

My host family was so kind. They took me to many places: a super market, Horse Park, Farmers market and
Lake Tohoe for me. | enjoyed every place very much. While | stay with my host family, | talked with them in
English. Through talking with them, | could improve my English skills. My host family sometimes pointed

out mistakes of my English. It was difficult for me to pronounce “L”. My host family taught me how to
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pronounce “L” perseveringly. Comments of my host family helped to make my English improve.

@ Hasuka Sakamoto

I actually stayed with 2 families in a month and 1st host family had one more Japanese girl and 2nd host
family had two more Japanese girls and two Chinese girls. Both of them were very kind to me and welcomed
me. | was surprised at big houses and too many rooms. With my host families, |1 went shopping and watched
movies and so on. | enjoyed talking with them. In fact, my two host mothers are not from America. 1st
mother is from China and 2nd mother is from Myanmar, so | had the chances to learn their culture and
religion and eat their traditional foods. I spent only 2 weeks with each family, but I appreciate their welcome.

(B Nasakazu Shino

My host family had three children and a dog. | was very surprised that they are very used to live with
exchange students. They had own house rules for students. For example, | had to take a shower in 10 minutes
and go to bed before 11p.m. The most surprising house rule was about laundry. I could wash my clothes once
in a week and I had heard that this was very common in the US. Through living with host family, | could feel
the differences between the US and Japan directly.

® Yumiko Yasaka

In my home, beside me, there were another 2 students. One student was an English teacher who came from
Japan and the other was a medical doctor came from Irag. Though all of us had different background, we
took the same 4-weeks program in UC Davis. At the beginning of my staying, | was nervous, however, my
worry quickly disappeared because everyone in my family was very kind and friendly. We had a dinner
together and talked a lot of things every day. This was my pleasant time The topic was sometimes about
Japan, Iraq, the US and Philippine. (because my host family came from Philippine.) | was able to learn not
only about the US, but also about Iraq and Philippine at the same time. It was so interesting for me to know
other cultures.

One day, my host mother took me to her friend’s birthday party. At first, I was little confused because there
were a lot of people I didn’t know. However, to my surprise, they were friendly and talked to me as if we
were close friends even though we met for the first time. | think this is quite different from Japan. This was
also great opportunity to speak English. | was glad when | could make them understand my English. | really
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enjoyed talking.
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(3@ Masakazu Shino

| visited a lot of place with my friends. Especially, | thought trip to San Francisco was very fun. | saw MLB
game in the AT&T Park. To go to San Francisco, | had to find how to get to the destination and buy the ticket
of MLB by myself. This was very difficult and became a good experience. In addition, | talked to some
strangers to get to the Park. | thought American people really liked chatting. Many times | was asked about
myself and Japan, so | could be used to speaking English.
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@ Michio Fujii

I could go on trips on weekend. For example, | went sightseeing to San Francisco and Los Angeles. | felt
American culture there. The most impressive experience that | felt American culture is that | have shooted a
gun for the first time. My friends in UCDavis took me to gun shooting. In my image, guns are so savage and
fearful, but in Japan we can’t shoot guns, therefore I wanted to try to shoot. In spite of my image, gun
shooting is really exciting and cool. Moreover, by talking with my friends about guns, | could learn gun
ownership in America and their image about guns. | showed this story in my class.

® Hiromu Hikida
In every weekend, | visited various places; Yosemite, Sacramento, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. San
Francisco is one of the most interesting cities. | took a train from Davis to San Francisco. San Francisco

didn’t have good atmosphere. There were a lot of vagrants there. I believe the US is not safe, after all.

® Naohito Tanaka

I enjoyed various trips and activities. In Yosemite, | was moved by beautiful nature, especially the water fall.
In Los Angeles, | swam at the beautiful beach and enjoyed Disney Land. The most exciting thing is to watch
the MLB game in San Francisco. 'm in the baseball circle, so it was my dream to watch a MLB game
directly. | realized that American spectators enjoyed more than Japanese spectators because American
stadium is so large and American spectators are so enthusiastic.
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@ Special time in Davis

Ayaka Takeda

I had a special time this summer. My stay in Davis became one of the most unforgettable experiences in my
life.

In this stay, [ went to many famous places in California as a field trip. I haven’t been to America before, so
everything was new for me. | enjoyed these trips very much. But for me, my daily life was much more
valuable than trips. In this stay, | could meet many people from other countries, many wonderful teachers in
UCD, and especially, my host family who cared about me so much. I don’t know how to express my
gratitude to my host family.

First, I want to describe about my English class .In my class, there were 18 people. One was Taiwanese, one
was Colombian, and the rest were all Japanese. Almost all classmates were Japanese, but we used English in
the class because we couldn’t communicate with my friends from other countries unless we use English.
Thanks to that, not only did we become friendly, but also our English communication skill became a little bit
better than before going to UCD. Especially, | became very friendly with a girl from Colombia. We talked
about a lot of things about the culture of each other’s country, our daily life, our family and so on. I had a

wonderful time with her and keep in touch with her after coming back to Japan. She became one of my
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special friends. In addition, teachers of our class were so nice that | could learn many new and interesting
things from them. In Japan, | can learn only academic English, but in UCD, I could learn English that are
used in communication by native speakers, like idioms and slang. That was so interesting for me.

Next, | want to describe about my wonderful host family. As | wrote above, they were so nice. They made
my stay in Davis much more wonderful. My daily life with them was so special for me. Every day, they
cared about me and talked to me very much, | enjoyed watching movies with them at home, took a walk and
saw beautiful stars at night with them, ate delicious dinner while talking about many things with them, and
they took me many local places in Davis on the weekend and | enjoyed talking with them and their friends at
local café. They did a lot of wonderful things for me, I can never thank them enough. After coming back to
Japan, | keep touch with them and in the recent e-mail, they said that | MUST see them if | went to
California again. I never forget them and | will go to see them someday.

My stay in Davis was so wonderful that one month passed very fast. | want to say thanks to many people
through this stay. | enjoyed talking with many people in English and noticed that my English skill was so
poor that I couldn’t explain what I want to say enough. So from now on, I will study English much harder
and | want to let my English communication skill improve. This stay in Davis made my will to study English
big. I’'ll do my best to advance my English skill!

Aya Nakagawa

There are 2 main reasons why | got interested in studying abroad. After I entered Hitotsubashi University, |
made friends with students from foreign countries for the first time. They are very high-motivated and very
good at English and Japanese as well as their mother tongue. | was inspired by their energy. And, | felt
keenly that there were many cultures and people I still don’t know. Though I have studied for entrance exam
of this university until now, from now | want to study in another meaning. (for example, to meet a person
who have different value from me, or to do something new...etc) So I thought studying abroad would be a
good experience for me.

I also met many friends who live in near Kunitachi alone so that they can commute to this University easily.
In my case, since my house is near University, | still live with my family. So, I respect those who live alone,
do their house chores(...do everything by themselves!). Homestay does not mean that I am supposed to live
alone, but I thought it would be good for me in that | have to stay away from my parents for one month.

For these reasons, | decided to enroll this program. However, | was very nervous about it for two months
before my departure. 1 was under pressure because | could not expect what would happen during my
homestay. As | entered this University in this April, there were also many concerns about new circumstances.
Finally, I could not prepare enough for replacement test. However, | really felt appreciation toward my
friends, parents and grandparents, who encouraged me. | realized the importance of their existence. Maybe
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that was one of things I learned from this program.

During this program, | was able to talk with foreigners (mainly my host family). Through these conversations,
I was ashamed because | realized that | did not know much about my own country. | also felt | have to
improve my English skill.

To meet many people requires us a lot of energy and courage. However, | believe in that we can learn a lot
from new encounters. Sometimes | hesitate to talk to foreigners because of my poor English skill, but
during my stay in Davis, | thought it is ruder to stop trying to understand with each other by talking in
English than to make a grammatical error.

And, after | came back to Japan, | thought that many people in California had a positive attitude. It does not
mean they don’t think of their problem seriously, but that they have a power to take some action to solve a
problem. Actually I have not yet realized my big progress. However, | think American values I learned, such
as individualism or freedom, will have some effect on my action in the future.

® 30 days in Davis

Yusuke Shimada

Looking back upon the one month in Davis, | feel time passed very early. That was my first trip to other
country, so | was very excited about many things and had many experiences in America. In this report, |
would like to talk about main three experiences. First is about studying in UCD, and second is about living in
homestay home, and third is about my short trips in America.

On weekdays, | went to UCD and had four lessons. The most impressive lesson was studying American
culture. The teacher of this lesson made us thinking about various culture gaps and problems, and we
discussed this matters in English. To me, a discussion in English was very hard task, so it was difficult to
express my opinions in spite of my efforts. But, in this lesson, | learned deeply what culture was. Maybe this
was my first time to study about culture. Through this lesson, | learned the importance of culture.

In addition, | made friends with many other students, for example other members of my university and the
members of my class. Some were from Japan, and others were from other countries. If I hadn’t joined this
program, I couldn’t have met them. Owing to these friends, I could get many different opinions. From now
on, I want to keep in touch with these new friends by using Facebook and so.

We lived with local families in Davis. | heard there were various types of families. When | arrived at Davis,
My homestay family had been to Spain and there were only daughter in their house. So the fast half of my
living in this home was very hard. But after the other members of this family came home, | enjoyed talking
with them. I think this helped my English ability improved.

On weekends, | went to many places in CA, for example Yosemite, Napa volley, SF, and LA. | enjoyed
seeing many famous places and sceneries, and going shopping very much. What was the most impressive
was roads. In Japan, roads are narrow and winding, while in America, they are so wide and straight. For
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example, in Oakland, there was a 36-lane expressway. | was very surprised to know this and felt the gap of
scale between Japan and America.

As | mentioned up to here, | had many precious experiences in America. Of course, there were many events
which I can’t write enough here. If I didn’t go abroad, I could have not known these gaps between Japan and
other countries forever. | believe that learning these gaps will help me to look things from various points of
view, and this ability will be necessary to play an active role in society in the future. So I think it was really
good for me to have joined this program and go to America.

® A study of American’s sense of time

Tomoyuki Hirashima

In our class, we had to interview and give a presentation about what | was interested in about America. When
I went to San Francisco in 1st weekend, I took the trains, “Amtrak” and “BART” and some buses, most of
them didn’t come on time. I was surprised by that because in Japan, we Japanese think that it is natural
transportations are come on time.

Before | started my interview, Americans are unconcerned about keeping schedule because of my stereotype
of Americans, but through interviews, | found that my idea was wrong. Almost all Americans said
transportations’ delaying is not acceptable. I was very surprised by hearing their answers, so I also asked
“Why transportations are late on time?” After this question, I found that this question was the best one to
understand the American culture.

Some answered the reason is the structure of the U.S. The U.S consists of a lot of different people; skin, race,
culture, and sometimes language. Unlike Japan, America is not one race, one culture nation. So it is difficult
for America to be in united.

Another interesting answer is that one of American idea is “it is my time, not yours”, so some does not pay
attention well. When | heard this answer, one memory occurred to me. When 1 hit up the California state
capital in Sacramento, | learned the history of America and how America was constructed. Them ancestor
were a kind of explore. In those days, America was uncivilized and undeveloped, so they had to live by
themselves. In this way, one of American identity “Individualism” was formed, I think. And this idea
“Individualism” also influences American sense of time.

Through my short stay in America, | learned not only language but also their culture and them way to think. |
found many differences between America and Japan. I think it is good point that | could feel them difference
directly.
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