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Apstract

He Loves only the Room : Giorgio de Chirico’s Hebdomeros

Takashi NAGAO

This paper analyzes Giorgio de Chirico’s novel Hebdomeros (1929), in particular, its opening
scene: “Visit to a strange building.” Hebdomeros is a text driven by association, which induces a
nested structure. By replacing the inside of the nest with the outside, Hebdomeros transcends to
the external aspects existing internally. This structure of Hebdomeros is similar to the image of
“metaphysical interior” by De Chirico, wherein an external landscape is depicted inside a room
through an in-picture painting. These images can be explained by the philosophy of Schopenhauer
and Nietzsche, which were theoretical basis of De Chirico. Schopenhauer divided the world into
thing-in-itself and phenomenon, and will and representation. He posits that the attributes of the
world perceived by humans are all concepts in the brain. In “metaphysical interior,” the room can
be regarded as a metaphor in the brain, and the in-picture painting can be regarded as a metaphor
of the representation in the brain. Furthermore, according to Nietzsche, there is no metaphysical
truth behind the world. The world is a pure appearance, and the truth cannot be distinguished
from the appearance. If so, there cannot be outside of De Chirico’s “metaphysical interior,” inside
cannot be distinguished from outside—Hebdomeros depicts such an internalized world. This world
is repressed in De Chirico’s paintings after “Return to Technic,” which emphasizes the “matiere” of
painting. However, in Hebdomeros, this internalized world returned because it is exactly the text,

not the painting.
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